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Creating Floor Plans 
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Grade Level: 4,5,6 
Topic: Geometry| Measurement| 
Proportions and Ratios  
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In this activity, your child gets a chance to play architect, creating blueprints of 
your own house or apartment. Doing so, they can practice measurement as well as 
ratios and scale.  
 

What You Need: 
 

• graph paper and pencil (visit some good sites for graph paper of varying sizes 
that you can print here or here) 

• tape measure or yardstick 
 
 

Instructions: 
 
Today your child is head architect, making floor plans for your house.  
 
Start with the first floor of your house. Measure each side of each room and write 
down the measurements. For now, just get the lengths of all of the walls, and their 
placement within the first floor of the house. Windows and doors can come later.  
 
You will use these measurements, along with your graph paper, to determine what 
scale you should draw your floor plan. For example, maybe 1 yard= 1 inch on the 
graph paper. The scale you use should allow all of the floor plans to fit on one piece 
of graph paper. Feel free to allow your child to experiment a bit— they may try one 
scale that does not work, so they use what they know to find a scale that does work 
for their plans.  
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Once you have your scale, you can start drawing all the walls around and within the 
first floor (some rounding may be needed). When all of the walls are drawn, now 
you can determine the exact placement of the doors and windows. Be sure to  
measure not only the width of the doors and windows, but exactly where along the 
wall that they are placed so you can mark them on your floor plan.  
 
If your child is ready for more, have them do the other floors of the house. You can 
also show them different types of plans, like elevations (view of the house from 
various directions) or cross sections.  
 
After this activity, your child can see that they are made of the (Frank Lloyd) 
“Wright” stuff to be an architect. If you would like to share your future architect’s 
hard work, consider posting on the BookSmart Math Community Facebook group! 
Use the hashtag #floorplans so others can find your child’s work with measurement 
and ratios.  
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