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Decimals Practice with Advertisements 
Activity 
Grade Level: 4,5 
Topic: Addition| Division| Fractions,  
Decimals, and Percents| Multiplication| 
Subtraction  
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Use the weekly advertising circulars you get in the mail to help your child practice 
using decimals in arithmetic. This activity is a great way to push your child just a bit 
at a time, seeing how they do on one task to determine if they are ready for the 
next challenge you have ready for them.  
 

What You Need: 
 

• supermarket circulars or a catalog 
• paper and pencil 

 

Instructions: 
 
Grab your weekly supermarket ad or a catalog and look through the advertised 
prices together with your child. Ask them to circle five to ten items that they like. 
They will use the prices of these products for practice with addition, subtraction, 
division, and multiplication.  
 
What is the total cost of all of the chosen items? Ask your child to line up all the 
decimal points in order to correctly compute the total cost. 
 
How much change? Have your child find the amount of change that you would  
receive from a $100 bill if you bought one item, two items, or all of the items,  
(depending on the price of the items). As with addition, line up the decimal points 
before solving subtraction problems.  
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How much for ten? If your child is new to multiplying decimals, multiplying by ten is 
a great place to start. Show them that any time you multiply by ten, you move up a 
place value (ex: 7 x 10 = 70… you go from 7 to 70 or the ones place to the tens 
place; or 165 x 10 = 1,650… you go from 165 to 1,650 or the hundreds place to the 
thousands place). The same is true with decimals— you move up one place value, 
repositioning the decimal point. So, if the cost of an item is $18.95, the cost of ten 
of those items is $189.50. If your child already has some experience multiplying 
decimals, have them multiply by 5 and make sure they remember to move the  
decimal in their final answer. They can use their knowledge of multiplying by ten to 
check their work, since their answer should be half of the “x 10” product. 
 
How much if we split the cost? Have your child divide the total by two. Some  
children may know how to do this using the algorithm, but if your child does not yet 
know how to do that, that’s okay! Have them work out their own method to  
determine half. They will likely split the total into dollars and cents, finding half of 
the dollars, and then half of the cents.  
 
Share the items your child chose along with their methods and strategies for solving 
with the BookSmart Math Community Facebook group! Use the hashtag 
#decimalspractice so others can find your child’s hard work!  

https://booksmartmath.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/booksmartmath
https://www.facebook.com/booksmartmath
https://www.instagram.com/booksmartmath/

