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Lemonade Stand 
Activity 
Grade Level: 2,3,4 
Topic: Addition| Measurement| Subtraction 
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Creating a lemonade stand is a great introduction to business for your child. It  
involves working with money, adding up costs and income, and determining profit.  
 

What You Need: 
 

• lemonade recipe of your choice and the ingredients needed  
• plastic/ paper cups 
• small table and chairs 
• money box 
• construction paper or poster board and markers 
• pencil and paper 

 

Instructions: 
 
First, you will need to go to the grocery store to gather the ingredients and items 
that you need for the stand. As you go through the store, have your child write 
down the name of the item and the price so that they can find the total cost of  
materials. While yes, this will be on the receipt, if you are like most parents, there 
are plenty of other items you are picking up at the store while you are there, so the 
total on the receipt likely will not reflect ONLY lemonade stand related items. Plus, 
it is good practice for your kid to keep track of the cost as they shop, and you can 
even have them estimate the total as they go.  
 
Once home, you can make the lemonade. Here is an opportunity to practice  
measurement, as they will need to use some sort of measuring cup to make the 
lemonade, as well as need to understand how much total lemonade they make.  
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Now is the time to make signs! They can use poster board or construction paper to 
make signs alerting potential customers to their lemonade stand. Your child may 
even want to name their stand, and if feeling especially creative, come up with a 
logo! Make sure they decide on a price to put on their posters. You can remind them 
of how much money was spent on materials and the total amount of lemonade to 
sell to guide them in deciding on a price.  
 
Now, time for set-up. You and your child can put out a small table and a chair, as 
well as the lemonade, cups, and box for money. Throughout the day, your child will 
need to make change for people, so it’s good to start with enough $1 bills and coins 
in the money box for your child to make change for a number of customers (keep 
track of how much money you started with in the box, though, so your child can  
determine how much money they made).  
 
Once all of the lemonade is sold, have your child count up the total amount of 
money, and subtract the amount of money you started with in the box. However, 
remind them that this isn’t their profit! They need to subtract the amount of money 
they spent on materials to get their profit. Once they find this amount, ask them 
what they think about the price of a cup of lemonade—was it enough? Do they think 
they could have charged less? More? If they had charged more, do they think they 
would have lost any customers? If they had charged less, do they think they would 
have gained any customers? Get your child’s take on their business model and see 
what they would have changed.  
 
Show off your child’s business acumen! Share pictures of your child making  
lemonade, creating signs, making change for customers, and their busy lemonade 
stand with the BookSmart Math Community Facebook group! Use the hashtag 
#lemonadestand so others can find pictures of your future business tycoon.  
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